Freelance engineer non-owner 
<Name MP> 

House of Commons

London

SW1A 0AA







  Xth December 2009

Dear <Name MP>

EDM 323: SAVE OUR SOUND UK CAMPAIGN
My name is <insert name> and I am a constituent of yours. I work as a freelance engineer specialising in <X sector/company/productions>. I am writing to alert you to the fact that the valuable wireless equipment that I depend on to do <X> will soon be rendered redundant because the radio frequencies are being cleared and sold with revenues going to the Government. If those who own the equipment I use do not receive adequate compensation that allows them to replace their entire inventory with like-for-like alternatives, then I do not see how <my business/our productions> will be able to continue. Indeed, the skills and expertise that I have developed over the years would become irrelevant. In light of this major threat to my livelihood, I am asking you to sign EDM 323, which has been tabled by Peter Luff MP, to call on the Government to set aside a small fraction of the very significant auction revenues that will be generated to compensate all those affected, not some. 

To explain the background a bit more, radio microphones and other wireless technologies are essential for activities including live music, newsgathering, musical theatre, film making, television production, sports events, concerts, conferences (including party conferences) and church, school and community events in the UK. Without wireless microphones, these would either be impossible or severely disadvantaged. Of course, this includes the sector I work in. 
Ofcom is currently in the process of clearing so called ‘channels 31-37 and 61-69’ so that they can be sold at auction, with all revenues going to the Government. The vast majority of the UK’s stocks of radio microphones operate in these bands and over 95% will soon be rendered redundant as a consequence. This will mean that those who own the equipment inventory that I use will need to be replaced at a stroke if the business is to continue. The major problem is that under the Government’s current commitments for compensation, some will only be entitled to a small fraction of what it will cost to replace. Indeed, many will receive nothing at all. If these commitments are not changed, then those who own existing equipment will either not be able to replace it or will struggle to afford it. As a consequence, my livelihood is under threat.   

As you may be aware, a campaign has been initiated by major organisations across the industry on this matter called ‘SAVE OUR SOUND UK’. I totally endorse its objectives and recognise that what they are saying is a true reflection of the situation. My business is under threat, but so is the entertainment industry in general. It is for this reason that I urge you to sign EDM 323 to support me, my business and my industry, which brings so much to the social, economic and cultural fabric of the UK. 

Yours sincerely    

